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| those artists which are amongst the best art-
 ists in the county to show the work,” Travers
~ said. “We have a unique space. We feel that it
is a very important space because it is allow-

ing people who are would not choose to go to
. a gallery as a specific destination ... though
- there may be a few limitations because it is a
publlc space, not a prlvate space we feel itis

But aé"a community trymg to be.
hﬁa’s “NEW Art City,” is 'V

i

I the influx of arttsts it hopes to ttract te the

[ area?

feel very comfortable with subject matter that
is not very challenging on certain levels,”
_Moskomtz said. “I think it's a little bit of a
- test because Ventura is frying to be ‘the new
. art city.” Well, the city needs to broaden its
. definition of what that means.” g
' Moskowitz and his wife, who also has art
{ in the exhibit, donated their art because they
support the music festival’s mission. A piece
he submitted last year was not shown pub-
licly when the show reached the Thousand
Oaks Civic Center. It ended up fetching the
“highest price at auction and he hopes he can
 help the festival raise money this year. Mos-
kowitz said that piece was a tribute to an 1863
Manet piece titled “Luncheon on the Grass”
that was kept out of an exhibit in Paris (the
Manet piece itself paid tribute to a 17th cen-
tury Raphael painting).

; “Ventura is very conservative and they |
i
i

Alex cooper's photois one of two that cﬁiﬁild
be yanked next if there are any complaints.

“It’s almost 150 years later and here Ven-
tura’s thinking a couple of breasts are going
to throw people into chaos,” Moskowitz éaid
“It's symptomatic of maybe how little th_mgs
have changed.”

Byrne said he got involved with the mumc
festival because he thinks that it is his duty
as a member of the lecal arts scene to supptiﬁ
other art forms. He doesn’t want to ahenate
government leaders and the public, but he
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Paul Zanotti's mosaic was removed after complaints it was inappropriate.

said artists need to stir people up sometimes. “Ventura’s going to need to have venues
That's especially the case as the city adopts where the artists aren’t encumbered,” he
the “New Art City” label, he said. said. +




